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Table 1: Contribution of Women in Pantja Goat Rearing
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Abstract

A wide-ranging survey was conducted to explore the
contribution of women in Pantja goat rearing in Tarai
region of Uttarakhand. The results of study showed
that women played a predominant role in goat
rearing. A bulk of women farmers performed
assistance at the time of parturition (74.85%),
followed by cleaning of animal shed (62.45%), care
of sick animal (58.36%), stall feeding after grazing
(57.10%), care of young stock (55.30%), dusting
(58.46%) and grazing of goats (49.75%). In the same
tasks, the involvement of men was 25.15, 34.23,
40.10, 40.00, 43.29, 41.54 and 44.33 per cent,
whereas adolescents participated in the above
mentioned tasks to the extent of 00.0, 3.32, 1.54,
2.90, 1.41, 0.00 and 5.92 per cent. The results of
the present study indicated that the women farmers
were capable of managing the goats in a similar
manner to men even without any formal training
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and their skills could be strengthened by imparting
to them proper scientific training suited to the
ecosystem of Tarai region of Uttarakhand. It is quite
obvious from the observations collected during the
survey that there is an urgent need for the policy
makers to pay more attention to the involvement of
women farmers involved in goat production by
enhancing their skills through education provided
by the extension workers, voluntary organizations
and government agencies. It will not only enhance
the good organization of goat production but also
elevate the socio economic conditions of the rural
masses of the district.

Keywords: Contribution, Women, Cleaning, Feeding,
Grazing, Goat Rearing

Introduction

Pantja is a newly accredited goat breed of Uttarakhand,
which is mainly used for meat and milk purpose by the
farmers of this region. Goats form an important component
of animal husbandry and play a vital role in providing
livelihood, thus improving the socio-economic conditions
of rural poor. Although the operations related to animal
husbandry and management are jointly carried out by all
the family members, the goats are specifically managed by
spare family members i.e. women, old persons and even
children due to their easy handling (Gurjar and Pathodiya
2006). The crucial role of women in agriculture and allied
occupations has however, been grossly underestimated and
undervalued. There is distinct sphere of participation
between men and women in livestock sectors in which men
are involved in planning and women in implementation of
the activity. Women, who are virtually half of complete
populace and make economic and non-economic
contributions towards the national GDP occupy low position
in the socio-economic hierarchy in India. The farm women
play a vital role within the home (as housewives) in
managing the domestic affairs and also work as co-partners
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in livestock management. No field operation is beyond the
reach of women. Women are involved in various livestock
production activities like cleaning of shed, grazmg/ieedmg,
milking and fodder collection along with child rearing and
housekeeping activities (Khadda et al 2015). They have
been taking many fmportant decisions inside and outside
the domestic activities since a longtime, but unfortunately
their work is not reco; zed and considered as normal
routine work in the rural areas. In the last two decades,
policy makers and planners have started realizing the
importance of mobilizing the women involved in the livestock
production activities. Now the role of women in livestock
production and agricultural activities has become an issue
of research, but publications related to involvement of
women in goat production is still scanty. The reason for
Jack of studies in goat farming could be that the goat farmers
are scattered in the rural areas throughout the country thus
making research difficult to be taken up with meagre
resources. Total goat population in U.S.Nagar and Nainital
districts being 42,769 and 69,593 (total 1, 12, 362 goats),
wherein Pantja goats contribute about one third population
(Singh 2015). Nevertheless, such studies on women are of
extreme importance in order to acquire an insight about
their role in goat farming. The empowerment of women has
been considered an essential component of national
progress. With these facts in knowledge, the present study
was conducted to assess the role of human resources in
Pantja goat rearing with special reference to Pantja goat
herds of Udham Singh Nagar and Nainital districts of
Uttarakhand.

Methodology

A bench mark survey was conducted to collect the base
line information from the Pantja goat rearers regarding their
goat production systems and involvement of human
Lesources in goat farming under AICRP Uttarakhand Goat.
Pantnagar centre. The area of study is characterized by a
humid sub-tropical climate in Udham Singh Nagar and sub-
tropical climate in Nainital districts. Majority of the farmers




image4.jpeg
Sustainable Development of Women // 19

rearing Pantja goats were those from scheduled castes,
followed by those from general castes, other backward
castes and scheduled tribes, Irrespective of the district, most
of the goat keepers were landless and followed animal
husbandry as their primary profession. Most of the goat
keepers maintained their tiock within a shed near to their
own residences with kachcha tioor and temporary type of
roof and they adopted semi stall feeding system and grazed
the goats on community land for an average of 5-8hrs/ day
and fed 100-200 g concentrate feed/ goat/ day during the
morning time. A variety of green herbage is plentifully
available in the area for grazing. Multistage sampling
method was adopted for the selection of respondents. On
the basis of Pantja goat population two districts namely
Udham Singh Nagar and Nainital were selected. A total of
one hundred thirteen villages were selected for the survey.
An individual farmer rearing Pantja goats formed the unit
of a sample. A list of goat rearing families of the selected
villages was prepared with the help of village Pradhan and
Patvari and almost all farmers raising Pantja goats were
selected for the survey from each village. Thus a total of
805 selected respondents were interviewed during a period
of one year (January 2017 to December 2017). The desired
information, especially the work furnished by men, women
and adolescents in goat production activities was collected
from the goat rearers by administering developed
questionnaires and also by direct observations in the
farmers’ fiocks. The respondents were both men and
women. The collected data were subjected to basic statistical
analysis as per (Snedecor and Cochran 1994). The
J statistic was estimated as below:
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Where, statistic_y” has (p-1) (g-1) d.£.
E,is the expected frequency corresponding (o i™ and " cell
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Frequency Distribution = Total number of respondents in
the survey.

Results and Discussion

The results related to involvement of men, women and
adolescents in various goat rearing practices are
presented in Table 1 which clearly showed that the role
of women in goat rearing is a predominant one. The
results of the study revealed that under goat production
related tasks, the majority of farm women performed
assistance at the time of parturition (71.68%), followed
by cleaning of animal shed (61.61%), care of sick animal
(57.64%). dusting (55.90%), stall feeding after grazing
(55.78%), care of young stock (54.41%) and grazing of
goats (50.43%). In the same tasks, the involvement of
men was 28.32, 34.29, 39.88, 44.10, 39.01, 42.98 and
43.48 per cent whereas, adolescent participated in the
above mentioned tasks to the extent of 00.0, 4.10, 2.48,
0.00, 5.22, 2.61 and 6.09 per cent. More or less similar
results were also reported by Pathodiya (2001), Gurjar
and Pathodiya (2006), Khadda et al (2011) and Khadda
et al (2016). On the other hand, the task of breeding
and sale of animals was performed by the male members
of the family due to social reasons. The roles of men,
women and adolescents in breeding and sale of animals
were 70.06 and 70.06; 21.24 and 28.06 and 8.70 and
00.00 per cent, respectively. Results are in agreement with
the reports of Lavania et al (20086). The association
between districts and role of human resource involvement
in feeding, grazing, care of young stock, assistance at the
time of parturition and dusting were significant while its
effect on other practices were non-significant. The reason
for this might be that in U. S. Nagar district majority of
goat keepers were landless and engagement of men in
other economic activities such as labour works in
industrial areas probably hinders their involvement in
goat rearing task. It was also revealed during the study
that women spared considerable period of their time for
day to day feeding, preparing special ration for female
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animals during pregnancy and grooming for show
purpose. At the time of kidding, women were found to be
competent enough to help in delivery of kids, helping the
kids to respire after birth and cleaning of the kids and
severing of their navel cord. Although the women accepted
that livestock rearing increased burden to their work
schedule nevertheless every one of them enjoyed the task
of goat rearing.

Conclusion

The results of the present study indicated that the farm
women can manage their goat in a similar fashion to the
menfolk even without any formal training, but their skills
need to be updated by giving scientific guidance related
to goat production. The study retiected the greater role
played by women in goat rearing and its importance in
their livelihood. Hence, the policy makers, extension
agencies, voluntary organizations and other development
agencies should give due attention in delivering
interventions for betterment of goat rearers of
Uttarakhand. The interventions like capacity building
through training and practical orientation on different
aspects of goat production and their management will
be suitable to their local situation. It will not only increase
the profitability of goat keepers but also empower the
rural women and reduce the prevailing gender
inequalities in the rural settings.
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